Place It: Engaging the Public through Art-Making
and Play :




Place It Workshop:
Don’t Ask, Imagine!

* Stimulate Innovation
* Deeper Engagement
* Trust

* Action



Theory:
Everybody is a Planner

* Lived Experiences
* Remove Barriers

* Equalize Participation



Method:
Art Making as a Planning Tool

* Imagine

* Investigate
* Construct
* Reflect

Art Making Transforms Lives



Venue:
Play

* Inquiry

* Experimentation
* Collaboration

* Fun



No Abstract Tools

* No Maps

* No Numbers

* No Words

* No PowerPoint's

* No dots or post-it-notes
* No Selfies
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Task 2: Ask a S|mple question?
Vo

. EXAMPLES
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Task 3. Build

Self-Reflection

* Inquiry

* Memories/Experiences
* Imagination

Details that matter



Task 3. What do you like to do in the City?
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“One-Minute Pr%is”entation




A childhood memory:

Grandmother’si!guse

In Puerto Rico
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Daughters




- -
&>

-

:‘{‘

ondir}g Uﬂypugh ﬁmv'/te"ingf



a==% Problem
Solving




Validation

* Where we come from
* Who we are
* What we value



Workshop Topics:

Step One: Step Two:

Individual Activity Group Activity

* |cebreaker e Collaboration

* Reflection * Consensus building
* Empathy * |dea Generation

* Validation

e 15-30 minutes e 20-35 minutes



Step Two: Collaboration_




COLLABORATION:
STRONGER TOGETHER

* Diversity of Experiences
* Different Talents
* Different Perspectives



NEGOTIATION:
Working for a common goal

 Different Needs
 Scarce Resources

* Understanding how our ideas impact
others!



Tangible

Mobility
Urban design
Bike
Pedestrian

Step Two:
Group Activity Challenges

Fuzzy

Health

Economic
Development

Social Equity
Sustainability



1-2 minute team presentations



CONCORD: Vision Zerc
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The Importance of "lnformallty

Rethinking —And Relaxing—Park Regulations
Can Make Parks More Accessible and Inclusive
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Mexico: Planning in the Rancho
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Reimagine a Chicago Parking
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Use found objects 10 show us your design!

then stroll the gallery,

built with your ideas!
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Next Steps:
Moving Forward

Educate Participants

Inspire Participation

Increase Planning Capacity
Collect data

Kick off to Long Term Engagement



Synthesis:
What do the actions represent?

* Interpreting what was Built/Said
* Creating values not a list
e Learning from the community!



Similar Approaches:

* Participatory Planning
* Public Interest Design
* Human Center Design
* Social Practice Art



Client List Includes: Non-Profits, Art,
Education and Municipalities

Urban Planning Agencies
Parks and Recreation
Transportation

Health Departments
Youth Groups

Latino Organizations
Elected Officials
Museums

Art Galleries

Festivals



400 Workshops
75 Interactive Models
6,000 participants

JAMESTROJAS@GMAIL.COM
WWW.PLACEIT.ORG



Imagination
Creates and Takes
Power



