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Demand for TOD is Increasing… 
But So Are Prices 

By 2030 
• Demand for housing near transit 

estimated to grow from 6 million to 
15 million households 

• More than half of potential 
demand for housing near transit 
will be from households with 
below median incomes 

Land costs near transit are high 

Developers tend to build to the 
highest end of the market 

www.reconnectingamerica.org 

Less Than 
$20,000

30%

$20,000 - 
$34,999

19%
$35,000 - 
$49,999

14%

$50,000 - 
$74,999

13%

$75,000 
and 

Greater
21%

Source: Center for Transit-Oriented Development



Transit-Rich Neighborhoods =>  
Truly Affordable Living 

www.reconnectingamerica.org 



Mixed Income Transit-Oriented Development 

Source: Center for Transit-Oriented Development



Stabilizes Transit Ridership
• A quarter of households below poverty level do not have cars
• People who live near transit are ve to six times more likely to commute by 

transit
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Broadens Access to Opportunity

• Links workers to their jobs 

• Offers employers a stable 
and diverse workforce

• Mature transit systems 
connect diverse economic 
opportunities

• TOD reduces employee 
absenteeism, and boosts 
productivity



Relieves Gentrication Pressures

• Potential for displacement 
fueled by new public and 
private investment in TOD

• Mixed-Income TOD 
balances both market rate 
and affordable housing

• Allows residents to stay in 
their established 
communities



Many Potential Challenges!

High land costs 
near transit 

Complexity of 
building mixed-

income 
projects 

Achieving 
revitalization 

without 
displacement Addressing 

housing 
preservation 

needs 

Supportive 
policies 

needed at all 
levels 

www.reconnectingamerica.org 

Local Context Matters!!



Mixed-Income TOD Action Guide (MITOD)

• A tool for local jurisdictions working to foster 
mixed-income  transit-oriented development 
(TOD) around planned transit stations 

• A Center for TOD project 

• Sponsored by the Federal Transit 
Administration 

• Originally conceived of as a “Choose Your 
Own Adventure” – reflecting individual needs 
of station areas 



Components of MITOD.org Website

Sections: 
• How To  
• Plan MITOD 
• MITOD Tools 
• MITOD News 

Tools and Strategies: 
• Database of tools with 

case studies 
• Also packaged based 

on local needs  
Audience: 

• Planners, community 
advocates, community 
based organizations 

www.reconnectingamerica.org 



What are the  perceived MITOD 
issues, priorities, and 

challenges for the station area?

Synthesize initial thoughts and impressions of 
  the station area.

Outreach to understand development potential, housing needs, 
challenges and opportunities in your station area.  

Quantitative analysis to understand baseline existing conditions.



Existing 
ConditionsWho is in the station area?

What housing exists?

Which populations are or are not being served by the current 
housing stock?

Is the station area population stable or
  changing/vulnerable? 







Little Tokyo/Arts District: 
A neighborhood in 

transition with some 
affordable housing stock

Existing 
Conditions



What preservation  
  opportunities exist? 

Is there development site capacity? 

What is the market like? 

Do existing policies promote MITOD? 

MITOD 
Opportunities



Little Tokyo/Arts District: 
A mixed-use neighborhood 

with signicant 
development opportunity

MITOD 
Opportunities



Completed 

In the works 

•

•

Little Tokyo/
Arts District 

Station 

MITOD 
Opportunities

Little Tokyo/Arts District: 
A rapidly developing 
station area (relatively) 

near a major job center



MITOD 
Strategies

Population Stability  

Stable or  

Changing/Vulnerable 

Real Estate Market 

Warm or Cold 

Land Capacity 

High or Low  





MITOD 
Strategies

An organized list of 
strategies/tools



Final Thoughts

A starting point for 
stakeholder engagement, 
discussion.

West Corridor: how things 
really happen

States 

Transportation + 
Housing Funds,  

Policy 

Transit Agencies 

Infrastructure, Design,  
Construction, Transit Service,  
Joint Development  

Regional Planning 
Agencies 

Regional Planning, 
Modeling, Demographic 
Data, Transportation and 

Infrastructure Funding 

Champions 

Elected Officials, 
Community Advocates, 

Philanthropic Community 
Business Sector 

Community 

Neighborhood Revitalization,   
Preservation, 

Advocacy,               
Affordable Housing                

Local Governments 

Planning + Zoning,  
Permitting,  

Public Outreach 
Infrastructure 

Developers 

Land Assembly, Entitlements,           
Construction, Affordable 
Housing 

Federal  Agencies  
(HUD, DOT, EPA,    US 
Treasury, USDA) 

Policy, Guidelines,  
Funding 



Thank you!

www.mitod.org
www.ctod.org
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