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Wendy Allen, executive director of the Black Warrior-Cahaba Rivers Land Trust, looks for snails under rocks on a
recent visit to Five Mile Creek in Tarrant where a new park is being built.

In upstream effort, cities unite
for picturesque, protective plan

By KATHERINE BOUMA
News staff writer

o question about it, Five Mile
Creek has a bad reputation.

For decades, local residents

have called it Creosote Creek

for the stinky, chemical smell
that rises from it. State inspectors have
found it littered with dead fish and cray-
fish near the discharge pipe of one of the
creek’s chronic polluters. All in all, it’s
not a pretty picture.

SMIL

But it could be, argue conservationists
and civic leaders up and down the creek.
They've come up with a plan to turn the
stream with a reputation as little more
than a pollution pit into a community
amenity.

In an alliance conservationists say is
unique in Alabama, Jefferson County and
all the cities on Five Mile Creek have
signed a memorandum of agreement to
protect the stream by creating a green-
way along its banks, buffering it from de-

02

velopment to come.

“Thirty years fram now I think we're
going to look backand say, ‘Wow,’ be-
cause 30 years fron now I think north
Jefferson Countyis going to look a lot dif-
ferent,” said Wendy Allen, executive di-
rector of the Blac Warrior-Cahaba Rivers
Land Trust.

Planners say that when Corridor X is
completed in 2006 and the Northern

» See Creek, Page 10A
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Land deal
to guard
waterway

Land trust
wants 588 acres
on Five Mile Creek

By KATHERINE BOUMA
News staff writer

Nearly 600 acres along Five
Mile Creek will be used to pro-
tect miles of the beleaguered
waterway under a plan infor-

agreed upon Wednesday.

The Bi am Water Works
Board and a Jefferson Coun
land preserve group, the BI
Warrior-Cahaba Rivers Land
Trust, said they intend for the
purchase price to be set by an
indvsgendent appraiser.

en the land was last ap-

praised in 1990, it was worth
about $1 million, said Randy
Chafin, assistant general man-
ager of the Water Works.

Final approval by boards of
both is d

followmg the appraisal.

‘We've had a number of offers
to buy this piege of property. a
number of ofiers to clear-cut

s%lh Creel,
of e water board’s
real estate committee. “I'm so
glad the water board had the
courage and insight to keep this
piece of property and preserve
i

The Water Works has owned
the land since 1886, when the
city of Birmingham first laid

Five Mile Creek

171 Setting aside 588 acres of land
would protect nearly five miles
of the polluted creek.

“We felt like this piece of land
» See Land, Page 2A
INSIDE
» Part of Turkey Creek
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Five Mile Creek Greenway
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