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Gaston County, NC - Location and Geography

« Gaston County is located in the south central "Piedmont” section of
North Carolina.

 Gaston County is:
= midway between the Florida Keys and New England; and,
& ~ 200 miles from the Atlantic Ocean, making it a strategic center
for serving the entire Eastern United States.

« Gaston County has an area of ~365 square miles.
« The County’s geography consists primarily of gently rolling hills.

« Average elevation is approximately 825 feet.
« The Catawba River and its South Fork tributary formerly were used for

industrial purposes; now, being appreciated for its natural features
(parks, greenways, boating, fishing, etc.)




Economlc And Demographlc Data
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Demographic Projections Show Gaston County Key Economic Indicators
County Population Over 200,000 August 2010 Data
Projected population 2015: Labor Force 97,367
224,723 - the second-largest Employed 86,827
county in the MSA Unemployed 10,540
Unemployment Rate 10.8%

Charlotte-Gastonia-Concord

MSA Projected 2009
population 2013: 2009 Average Employment 84,926

2 490721 2009 Average Unemployment 14%
2009 Total Building Permit Value ~ $250 million

Estimated
per capita income 2015:
Gaston $25,755

faccls




Centralina Council of Governments

...the lead organization to coordinate
regional solutions for growth and
quality of life issues.

Bill Duston, AICP
Planning Director

704 348-2709
bduston@centralina.org

LCC



Mrs. Lucy Penegar

Historic Preservation Commission
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Lucy R. Penegar
Gaston County Historic Preservation Commission
704 866-3195




Robert C. Clay - CCIM

REALTY
ADVISORS

Development. Brokerage. Counsel.



Adams Bluff
Belmont, NC
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Hawthorne
Belmont, NC
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McAdenville, NC
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Garden

NORTH CAROLINA

Turnpike Authority

Bessemel
Preferred Alternative DSA 9
Gaston East-West Connector

NCDOT STIP Project No. U-3321

NOTE: The Detalied Sudy Abemative, (DSA) the gt yeliow sres on e mep. & &
1,400 Soct wichs comickr (with laepi amen sround rterchanges). The prefmnary engreerng
dewgns bx e road hawe 8 minerum Aght-of wiy wicih of 300 feet and arm catnd within the
comdors. Go 10 www nausnpie o givopectsipaton. Kr & detaded ook af DSA 8

McAdenville

Gastonia

Cramerton
Charlotte
53 s
Charlotte -
Douglas
international
Airport

jGastonla
—  Municipal
"\ Airport

L et —

POTENTIAL INTERCHANGE LOCATIONS

1185 4 US 321 8/ NC 273 (Southpoint Road)
2 US 29.74 5 Robinson Road 8 Dixie River Road
3’ Linwood Road & NC 274 (Union Road) 1/1-485

° 08
7/NC 279 (S. New Hope Rd) Febary 2010  Sommmmr———wies



Robert C. Clay - CCIM
Clay Realty Advisors
704 824-3311

REALTY
ADVISORS

Development. Brokerage. Counsel.



James Henry Graham, Jr. - AICP
City of Gastonia

GASTON URBAN AREA

Metropolitan Planning Organization



North Carolina Metropolitan Planning
Organizations and Rural Planning Organizations

Western Planning Unit Eastern Planning Unit _
Northeast Planning Group
Triad Planning G T e Pl G [] Peanut Belt RPO
_ . riad Planning Group riangle Planning Grou
Mountains Planning Group S gtp_ ot RPO Eg o Rpg P B Abbemarle RPO
ortnwest Fleamon err-Tar :
Bl High Country RPO . ‘ | [ Upper Coastal Plain RPO
[ Ppiedmont Triad RPO [ Triangle Area RPO Mid-East RPO
B unifour RPO
1  Isothermal RPO
I Land-of-Sky RPO
[ southwestern RPO

REDEL

LS
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Southeast Planning Group

Metrolina Planning Group

[] Lake Norman RPO
[ Rocky River RPO

B Lumber River RPO
B Mig-Carolina RPO
Legend
9 I Cape Fear RPO
MPO Boundaries [ Eastern Carolina RPO Map Created by
North Carolina
Miles B DownEodl R Department of Transportation
[ ee—— ; ;
0 5 50 100 150 Transportation Planning Branch

January 2007




Metrolina Regiona[ Model

& Non-attainment Area
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VPO

Metropolitan Planning Organization .

|

GASTON URBAN AREA }
]

\

Metrolina Regional Model area
with TAZ boundaries

——————— County boundary

Interstate highway

Proposed interstate highway
—— U.S. highway

= 8 hour non-attainment boundary

Stanly Cb.

Gaston Urban Area MPO
Mecklenburg - Union MPO
Cabarrus - Rowan MPO

Rock Hill - Fort Mill Area Transportation Study

Lake Norman RPO
Rocky River RPO

City of Gastonia Planning Dept., 2011,

0 4 8 16 24 32
Miles




Metrolina Regional Model MOA Governance Structure

Dispute Resolution
MPO/RPO Chairs/TPB
Mngr./SCDOT Director for
PL&D/Peer Review Panel

Executive Committee

MPOs, RPOs, NCDOT, SCDOT

Model Custodian
GASTON URB‘!\N ARE

CDOT M

Planning and Applications
Oversight Committee

MPOs, RPOs, NCDOT, SCDOT, FHWA

Model Team

MPOs, RPOs, NCDOT, SCDOQT,
FHWA
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Metropolitan Planning Organization



@B rroceeds to Phase 2
BEBBI Proceeds to Phase 2 based on input from RTT Workshop
s Mot Proceed to Phase 2
BRI Garden Parkway
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| C.0-N-C-E-P-T ' The Carolina Thread

¥ | Trailis a regional
M é P network of greenways

IREDELL

A s | | and trails that will

."DIO'“

reach 15 counties and
2 3 million citizens.

It will ink people,
places, cities, towns
and attractions.

It will link lives.

%

The Thread will

emerge over timeas
communities work

together to plan and
build trails reflecting
community character,
aspirations and
prioritie.s.

RO

"n-.
5 L]

CHEROKEE

GASTON URBAN AREA

\'| %,

Metropolitan Planning Organization
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| | Proposed Connections 1
Destination Priorities |
% Public Feedback |
i & Gaston County Schools
Other Places of Interest
B Parks and Open Space ]
Trail Network I
= Existing i
=== Proposed 1
ﬁ” - Street Bike Routes |
| Hydrology
Waterbodies
Perennial Stream
Intermittent Stream
Transportation
= Interstates / Limited Access
= Highway
Major Road
Railroads
In Service
Abandoned / Out of Service
BV
Proposed Connections represent the best marriage of technical m
expertise and public interest in linking destinations as expressed in |
local community meetings. B
‘The routes depicted here illustrate connections between
destinations, but not precise routes. Over time, exact routes will be (]
determined, based on an ongoing dialogue with the community and i
interested potential landowners.
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Gaston East-West Connector

NORTH CAROLINA

Turnpike Authority

Preferred Alternative DSA 9

Gaston East-West Connector
NCDOT STIP Project No. U-3321

NOTE: The Detalied Sudy Abemative, (DSA) the ght yeliow sres on Be mep. & &
1,400 Soct wichs comickr (with laepi amen sround rterchanges). The prefmnary engreerng
Sewgs bx e road have 8 mineTum Aghd-of way Wi of 300 feet and arm Kcatnd within the
comdors. Go 10 www nausnpie o givopectsipaton. Kr & detaded ook af DSA 8

£ Mudson Bhvy

————

Il Freferred Alternative Right of Way
Preferred Alternative Study Corridor
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GASTON URBAN AREA
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1185 4 US 321 8/ NC 273 (Southpoint Road) /

2/US 29-74 $ Robinson Road 9 Dixie River Road T e e T e (
3 Linwood Road 6/NC 274 (Union Road) 10 1-485
7.NC 279 (S. New Hope Rd) www.gaston mpo.org Febnay 2010 mmt—tuser



City of Gastonia — Circa 1897
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Ghillie Dhu’s Enchantment







James Henry Graham, Jr. - AICP

Gaston MPO Principal Transportation Planner
704 854-6663

hankg@cityofgastonia.com

GASTON URBAN AREA
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David L. Williams - AICP

Gaston County Government




GASTON COUNTY - NORTH CAROLINA

Located
halfway Located
between halfway
Atlanta and between New

_ York and
Washington Miami
DC

Gaston County, NC
Bounded on

Atlanta
the east by The County
the Catawba has fifteen

River and incorporated
Mecklenburg towns

County




DEMOGRAPHICS

Population Distribution (Year 2010)

North Carolina

Gaston County  Gastonia

Percentage

Total Population 9,552,054
One Race 9,380,117
White 6,638,678

Black/African American 2,044 140
American Indian/Alaska
Native 114,625

Asian or Pacific Islander 191,041
Some other race 382,082
Two or More Races 171,937
Hispanic/Latino (Any Race) 792,820

210,477 75,771
207,714 74,612
168,171 50,952
31,782 19,868

631 156
2,525 1,028
4,430 2,537
2,763 1,159

13,470 7,856

99%
80%
15%

0%
1%
2%
1%
6%

Source: Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing. ESRI forecasts for 2010 and 2015

were effective as of July 1, 2009.

Gaston County Planning & Development Services




DEMOGRAPHICS

2009 Gaston County Pop: 207,234

Belmont 10,461 Kings Mountain (Part) 1,063
Bessemer City 5,637 Lowell 2,779
Cherryville 5,795 McAdenville 606
Cramerton 3,504 Mount Holly 1,787
Dallas 4,033 Ranlo 3,369
Gastonia 75,280 Spencer Mountain 53
High Shoals 812 Stanley 3,272

2009 County Balance Pop.: 78,783
Estimated 2010 County Pop.: 212,000

With 15 Municipalities, Gaston County ranks #2
in the State after Brunskwick County with 19.




ELECTED OFFICIALS SEMINAR

 Elected Officials Seminar was created in 1979.

* County and Municipal Elected Officials meet to
discuss issues concerning their communities,
Including Land Use.

« EOS meets quarterly in different locations.



Gaston County

Comprehensive
Planning Program

Gaston County, North Carolina

Enhancing the past while creating our
future by planning wisely, funding
responsibly, building thoughtfully,

and growing together.
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COMPRENHENSIVE PLAN

o Natural Features
o Land Cover

o Land Use and Urban Form

o Population and Housing

o Commerce and Industry

o Transportation

o Public Services and Facilities
o Cultural Resources

il ot IR

4 % Gaston County Planning & Development Services



Gaston County and Municipal Planners - GCaMP

3C’s

Communication Cooperation Coordination

This is the main strategy the Board of Commission
felt important for all the local governmental units to
consider when working together pertaining to growth
and land use matters especially at adjoining
jurisdictional boundaries.

Gaston County Planning & Development Services gl ¥y i




Gaston County and Municipal Planners - GCaMP

GCaMP Goals:

» Serve as a support system

» Share practices

» Share information on changes in their communities
» Avenue for networking

GCaMP Results:

» Members take information learned from a meeting
and share it with their elected officials

» Shared information help officials to make more
Informed decisions




Gaston County and Municipal Planners - GCaMP

GCaMP was created in November 2002

GCAMP encompasses 15
jurisdictions and includes their
planners, Gaston County School
Operations Director, Health
Department representative and
Law Enforcement representative.

* Meeting every other month since July of 2003.
 Each meeting is held in a different jurisdiction.

* Their meetings include a keynote speaker.

» Topics educate planners with a variety of issues.

» Typically between 12 and 17 people participate.

Gaston County Planning & Development Services




Unified Development Ordinance - UDO

The purpose of the
Unified Development Ordinance (UDO)
IS to raise the standards for
development in Gaston County by
working with the municipalities to draft
an ordinance that promotes more quality,
uniformity, and consistency in
development standards.

. . =20
Gaston County Planning & Development Services % g S




Unified Development Ordinance - UDO

The UDO combines and integrates all the
land use ordinances for Gaston County
iInto one document to include:

Zoning, Subdivision, Manufactured Home
Park, Watershed Water Supply, and
Flood Damage Prevention.

It includes In the Appendix the Street
Numbering and Road Naming Ordinance.

O
Gaston County Planning & Development Services % 4 2




CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THESE ARE?

BC-D, GR, GR/TN-D, H-C, IC-D, IC-D/BCD, INF-R, MH-R, NC-C,
NC-R, NC-RCU, R-C, R-R, TN-D, B-1, B-2, B-3, EXI-3, GI-1, GI-2, MHO,
PO, R-10, R-15, R-5, RA-15, RMF, B-1, B-2, B-3, GMC, R-12, R-15, R-25, R-9,
RMF, RO, B-1, B-2, B3, |, O-l, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, B-1, B-2, B-3, B3-P, BC-1,
-2, Ol-1, R-10, R-12, R-15, R-6, R-8, BG, BN, BR, IG, IP, Ol, RA, RR, RSM, RV,
RAM, RNBS, AP, B1, B1C, B2C, B-3PC, B-4C, C1, C1A, C-2, C-3, C-4, C-B, C-C,
C-P, EI-1C, I-1C, I-2C, I-2LC, IG, IP, IU, MO & IC, O-l, O-1, O-1, O-2, O-M, R-1,
R-2, R-3, R-4C, R-6C, R-6S(C), R-8C, RA, RMF, RMF-HC, B-1, B-2, M-1, R-15, R-20,
R-7, R-A, C-1, C-2, C-3, I-1, I-2, R-10, R-20, R-5, R-6, R-6A, R-8, C-B, G-B, M-I, N-B,
R-A, R-10, R-20, R-20A, B-1, B-2, L-I, O-l, R-10, R-12, R-20, R-8, R-8SF, R-A,
B-1, B-4, EI-1, I-2, R-12, R-8, C-B, G-B, M-1, M-U, R-12, R-20, R-8

=5




REDUCES THE NUMBER COUNTY WIDE
ZONING DISTRICTS LIST IN UDO

23 TOTAL GENERAL ZONING DISTRICTS

. . Sl 7 AW
Gaston County Planning & Development Services By g ¥y s
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Unified Development Ordinance - UDO

Board of County Commission

Mickey Price, Chair
Pearl Burris Floyd, Vice Chair
Tom Keigher
Jack Brown
Joe Carpenter
John Torbett
Allen Fraley

Martha Jordan, Clerk to Commission
County Management

Jan Winters County Manager
Phil Ponder, Assistant County Manager
Charles Moore, County Attorney
Samuel C. Shames, Assistant County
Attorney

County Planning Board

L. E. Alford, Chair
Jerry Campbell, Vice Chair
Frank Ellington
Phil Coyle
Bill Craig
C.E. “Spike” Stevens
Betty Walker
Larry Hurlocker
Rev. Frank Milton
Kenneth Lutz

Steering Committee

Jerry Campbell
Jim Stewart
Bob Clay
Jerry Fleeman
Jack Kiser, City of Gastonia
Michelle Nance, City of Gastonia
Hank Graham, Gaston Urban Area MPO
Greg Beal, City of Mount Holly
Steve Baucom, Town of Cramerton
Kevin Krouse, City of Bessemer City
Richard Elam, City of Cherryville
Chuck Webb, Town of Ranlo
Ben Blackburn, Town of Lowell
David Kahler, Town of Dallas
Barry Webb, City of Belmont
Elson Baldwin, City of Belmont
Robert Greback, Town of Stanley
Beth Usery, Town of High Shoals
Sheila Shepherd, Town of McAdenville
Kris Spivey, Gaston County Schools
Willie King, Jr., Gaston County
Ronald Smith, Gaston County
David Williams, Gaston County
Danny Garrett, Gaston County
Larry Hurlocker, Gaston County

Gaston County Planning and
Development Services Staff

David L. Williams, Director
Willie King, Jr. Senior Planner
Ronald Smith, Land Use Administrator
Laura Hamilton, Land Use Officer
Patrick Armstrong, Senior Environmental
Planner Jena Koone, Planning GIS
Manager
Sarah Carpenter, Planning GIS Specialist
Juan Garcia, Planning GIS Data Analyst
William Dean, Land Use Officer
Tony Dye, Land Use Officer

Technical Assistance provided by:

Centralina Council of Governments




Gaston Land Use Extension - GLUE

' BELLVIEW
R CHERRWILIE

N 2

Land Use Service Areas

David Service Area
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Patrick Service Areas
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Gaston Land Use Extension - GLUE

» Gaston Land Use Extension was created In
the County Planning Office between 2007
and 2008.

» This effort Is a line of communication
between the County Planning Office and all
Municipal Planning Offices.

» The idea behind GLUE stems from the
Gaston County and Municipal Planners
(GCaMP) Group.

Gaston County Planning & Development Services %




Gaston County - North Carolina
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David Williams, AICP

Gaston County Planning Director
704 866-3195
david.williams@co.gaston.nc.us
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