
Albany 2030:  
creating an inclusive citywide vision. 

Environmental Justice and Community Engagement: Can Inclusive Engagement 
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Albany basics. 



95,000 people 

State Capital 

3 hours to: Boston, NYC, 
Montreal, Syracuse 

Nanotech, Healthcare, 
Government & Education 

63% white, 28% black 

21sq/mi; 4,471 people per 

Med. HH Income: $30,041 





we do a lot of planning. 



1st Comprehensive plan in 
400 years 

30+ member board 

3 year start-up 

2 year plan 

1,000+ participants 

2 new participation tools 

Systems-based approach 



engaging the community. 
(the whole community) 



Traditional/No-brainer 

Promotion & Branding 

New Media 

Direct Address 

Getting Creative 

diversity starts with your 
methods. 



promotion & branding. 





www.Albany2030.org 



new media:  
website. 





new media: 
even newer media. 





direct address: 
house parties. 



At-home meeting kit 

Follows public meeting 
format 

Host creates invite list 

Participants set the pace 

Compatible input 

Comfort & Trust 

Catches the “would-be’s” 

+ 

house parties. 



direct address: 
micro meetings. 



Same format as forums 

Targeted or by request 

Group prepares facilities 

Scalable options 

Compatible input 

Comfort & Trust 

Cost efficient 

Word of mouth spin-off 

+ 

micro meetings. 



direct address: 
speed planning. 



1 table per topic 

Everyone gets to talk about 
every topic 

10 minute conversations 

No one is in the same group 
twice 

Direct & fast input 

Networking 

No “conversation hogs” 

+ 

speed planning. 



direct address: 
stoop surveys. 



10 questions, 5 minutes 

Interactive 

Informal participation 

Minimal participant effort 

Listserv sign-up 

Catches the “wouldn’t be’s” 

2-way communication 

Visible presence of plan in 
neighborhood 

+ 

stoop surveys. 



how we’re doing. 
(by the numbers) 





Sarah Reginelli 
Principal Planner 
City of Albany Department of Development & Planning 
21 Lodge Street 
Albany, NY 12207 
518.434.2532 x22 
reginellis@ci.albany.ny.us 

contact. 

www.Albany2030.org 


