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Note for reporters: During the event, please check in at the conference registration desk at the 6th-floor East Lobby of the Washington State Trade and Convention Center (7th and Pike Sts.) to obtain a media credential.


Nation’s smart growth leaders get good look at Seattle region’s successes and future challenges
As the Puget Sound region prepares to grow by 1.5 million people in 20 years, there is an urgent need for new approaches to target urban development, manage stormwater runoff, and protect valuable farmland and forests. Like cities around the country, Puget Sound communities are facing the challenges of providing affordable housing and efficient, climate-friendly transportation options.
Many of the nation’s experts and leaders who are creating more livable, sustainable communities around the country will converge on Seattle next week, at the nation’s premier smart growth conference. There, more than 1,600 participants will attend the 9th annual New Partners for Smart Growth conference, to be held February 4-6 at the Washington State Convention and Trade Center. [For agenda: www.NewPartners.org]

“The vibrant city of Seattle is the perfect setting for this year’s event,” said Judy Corbett, the executive director of the Local Government Commission, which is organizing the national conference. “Named one of the top 10 green cities in the U.S. by National Geographic, Seattle continues to be a wonderful example of what can be accomplished when neighbors, community nonprofits, businesses and city departments work together to make their city a healthier place to live.”

The conference will also draw big names from the Obama Administration. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan, U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Assistant Administrator Mathy Stanislaus will kick off the conference Thursday evening (7:15 p.m.), talking about how federal agencies are working together to promote more sustainable development patterns and how communities can partner with the federal government to make smart growth — and related solutions to climate change, energy, transportation and environmental protection issues — happen on the ground.

During a keynote luncheon on Saturday, Gene Duvernoy from the Cascade Land Conservancy and Peter Orser from Quadrant Homes will discuss how the conservation community and developers in the Puget Sound region have worked together to create better environmental outcomes and healthier, more livable communities.
Ron Sims, Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and former King County Executive, will deliver the conference’s closing keynote address, sharing stories from the trenches of smart growth implementation in King County as well as his perspective on his most recent efforts to change federal policies to build sustainable, equitable housing.

King County Executive Dow Constantine will give a welcoming presentation and many other local speakers are confirmed throughout the conference agenda. Local speakers include Seattle City Councilmember Sally Clark and City officials from Planning and Development, Parks and Recreation, Transportation, and Neighborhoods departments, the Office of Civil Rights, Seattle Housing Authority and the Seattle School District. Langley Mayor Pro Tem Robert Gilman; Everett Councilmember Paul Roberts; City Managers for Kirkland, Puyallup and Sammamish; planning and development directors for the cities of Tacoma, Bellevue, Redmond, Burien and Mountlake Terrace; and Steve Meineke, CEO of Seattle-based Raleigh America, will also join the conference. 

Representatives from the Washington State Departments of Transportation, Ecology, Natural Resources and Commerce; King County; the Puget Sound Regional Council; the Suburban Cities Association of King County; the Cascade Land Conservancy; Seattle Public Utilities; and faculty and researchers from the University of Washington and Washington State University will also participate in the event.

Conference attendees will get many opportunities to see exciting model projects in the Seattle region. A mix of 14 light rail, bus, biking and walking tours will showcase community revitalization projects, transit-oriented developments, cutting-edge urban infill and green buildings that embody the region’s commitment to innovation and livability. These tours will feature Seattle’s walkable downtown and Chinatown, town centers in Kirkland and Mercer Island, Downtown Bellevue and the Bel-Red Corridor, South Lake Union Discovery Center and the HOPE VI High Point Redevelopment, among others.

Many of the conference sessions will also have a Seattle/Puget Sound focus. 

In the “Sustainable Streets” session, City of Seattle staff will share their latest experiences in merging Complete Streets policy with the city’s innovative green infrastructure practices. Recent focus on green and sustainable design has lead to increased interest in roadway network and design that incorporate green infrastructure while still achieving the mobility and quality-of-life goals of smart growth.

Another session on “Integrating Green Infrastructure into the City’ will discuss Seattle Open Space 2100 as an innovative example of citywide green infrastructure planning. Seattle shows that well-designed green infrastructure, which encompasses everything from bike trails to stormwater management, enhances quality of life, protects environmental health, ameliorates heat island effects, and reduces habitat fragmentation.

With the population growth expected in the Puget Sound region over the next 20 years, new approaches to water management, stormwater runoff and urban development will be essential. The “Moving from Watershed to Site: Green Infrastructure and Low Impact Development” session will examine how communities can work within their watershed to implement green infrastructure and Low Impact Development (LID), and how they can lessen and control one of the major sources of pollution for urban watersheds.

Making the Puget Sound region’s cities and towns more complete, compact and connected is a key strategy of Cascade Land Conservancy, as illustrated in the session on “A Multi-pronged Approach to Smart Growth Implementation.” Cities in the region have strong support for comprehensive plans that advance smart growth principles, but commonly find community resistance accompanies development projects that alignment with that vision. The Conservancy, which partners with more than 15 cities in the region, launched a new Community Stewards initiative last year to build broad support for smart growth policies and projects.

The Puget Sound region is a national leader in Transferable Development Rights programs (TDR), a voluntary market-based tool that advances the goals of protecting local farms, forests and natural areas while respecting property rights and encouraging economic revitalization in urban areas. Many cities and all counties in the region have such programs, and Governor Gregoire signed legislation last year to implement a four-county regional program – the largest TDR program ever created in terms of geographical area. The “TDR in the Puget Sound Region” panel will explore these emerging TDR trends in the Puget Sound region.

The Seattle region is building a 52-mile light rail system to help move 1.6 million new people expected in the region by 2040. Addressing the competing pressures of population growth, economic development, affordability and climate change will be a challenge. Innovative station area plans in Bellevue and Seattle to integrate TOD principles with affordable housing and efforts by Tacoma to update its Mixed Use Centers plan to encourage walkable, bike-friendly development connected by transit will be highlighted. The “Equity and Environmental Protection in Transit-Oriented Communities” session examines these questions.

Other sessions featuring success stories from the Seattle/Puget Sound area will cover topics such as climate change, walkability, watershed management, small-town planning, equity and regional food systems.

About the conference: The New Partners for Smart Growth conference, hosted at the Washington State Convention and Trade Center by the Local Government Commission, spans three days, covering cutting-edge smart growth issues, the latest research, implementation tools and strategies, successful case studies and new policies. The conference will feature 400 speakers, 100 sessions and 14 tours of model projects. 

Conference sponsors include the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Kaiser Permanente, the National Association of REALTORS®, HDR, Inc., the Smart Growth Network, and the Washington State Department of Transportation. Several foundations are providing support for a diversity scholarship fund to allow more participants from lower-income and underrepresented communities to attend the conference. Sound Transit, one of the sponsors, is providing free transit passes for conference participants. For more details about the agenda, speakers, sponsors and tours: www.newpartners.org
The Local Government Commission is a 30-year-old nonprofit membership organization of locally elected officials, city and county staff, and other interested individuals. It helps local officials address the problems facing their communities and maximize their civic, environmental and economic resources. The Ahwahnee Principles for Livable Communities, developed by the LGC in 1991, helped pave the way for the smart growth movement. 
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