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Program Background

• Established in 2010.

• Focuses on capitals to create projects that illustrate
what a sustainable community can look like and that
are highly visible and replicable.

• Focuses on smaller “ecodistricts” (neighborhood,
intersection, plaza, etc.) and solutions that can be
implemented.



Project Process
• Letters sent to mayors
• Selection by multi-agency review panel
• Create scope of work from city’s proposal
• Hire design teams (small businesses)
• Charrette with stakeholders
• Final design report to the city
• Implementation…we hope



Capital Cities

2010
Boston, MA
Hartford, CT

Charleston, WV
Little Rock, AR

Jefferson City, MO

2011
Washington, DC

Lincoln, NB
Montgomery, AL

Jackson, MS
Phoenix, AZ

2012
Helena, MT

Frankfort, KY
Indianapolis, IN

Baton Rouge, LA
Des Moines, IA

www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/greencapitals.htm



City Hall Plaza
Utile

Boston, MA



Capitol Avenue
Nelson Byrd Woltz

Hartford, CT



Slack Plaza
Origin4Design

Charleston, WV



Main Street
Nelson Byrd Woltz

Little Rock



Wears Creek
BNIM/Spectrum

Jefferson City, MO



Anacostia Metro Station Area
Parker Rodriquez/ZGF

Washington, D.C.



Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail
2D Studio

Montgomery, AL



South Capitol Area
Vireo/BNIM

Lincoln, NE



Congress Street
Jeffrey Carbo Landscape Architects

Jackson, MS



Lower Grand Avenue
PLAN*et

Phoenix, AZ



2012 Cities

Frankfort, KY
Des Moines, IA
Baton Rouge, LA
Helena, MT
Indianapolis, IN
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GREENING CONGRESS STREET
GREENING AMERICA’S CAPITALS

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
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PROJECT AREA



SOUTH CONGRESS



SMITH PARK



NORTH CONGRESS



GREENING THE SELMA TO MONTGOMERY TRAIL:
RECONNECTING AND REMEMBERING



SOUTH CONGRESS



HISTORIC MARCH ROUTE

• 54 mile march
• Protestors marched 10.8 miles per day
• Over 25,000 people participated



Site context and sites of interest.

PROJECT AREA



HISTORIC MARCH ROUTE

• Substandard residential housing
• Vacant lots
• Dilapidated and broken retail fabric
• Interstate overpass, impediments to trail route
• Historic churches, homes, and institutions



To revitalize and restore the Selma to Montgomery

National Historic Trail while equally improving the

conditions of the surrounding neighborhood

PROJECT FOCUS



U.S. Department of Environmental Protection Agency

Alabama Department of Environmental Management

2D Studio

NHB Group

City of St. Jude

Auburn University, Landscape Architecture

City of Montgomery

PROJECT PARTNERS
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WALKING THE TRAIL AT PROJECT TEAM
KICK OFF
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LOCAL/STATE/FEDERAL
PROJECT TEAM
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DESIGN CHARRETTE PROMOTION
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STAKEHOLDER DISCUSSION



EXISTING PROPOSED

• Historic signage
• Green infrastructure- stormwater planters
• Permeable parking lane



EXISTING PROPOSED

• Sharrow lanes
• Infill opportunities
• Green infrastructure
• Permeable parking lane
• Intersection enhancement



EXISTING PROPOSED

• Memorials and historic signage
• Public art
• Wayfinding devices
• Green infrastructure
• Green screens



EXISTING PROPOSED

• Lighting to improve safety
• Lighting as public art
• Lighting to enhance wayfinding

devices



DESIGNS FOR INFILL HOMES



EXISTING PROPOSED

HOUSING INFILL CONCEPTS



EXISTING PROPOSED

COMMERCIAL INFILL CONCEPTS





Create visual design options that embody the
ideas, values, and goals of different stakeholders
and illustrate a common vision toward which the
community and decision-makers can work.

1. Make a Vision and Make it Visual



2. “Greening” Can Achieve Multiple Goals

Think beyond the environmental benefits, and
remember investments can bolster local economies
and provide more choices for moving around.



3. Invest in the Public Spaces You
Already Have

Focus on and invest in existing streets, parks, and
plazas to revitalize neighborhoods and engage
nearby businesses and residents.



4. Connect, Connect, Connect
Connect residents and visitors to natural and
cultural amenities through improved access and
more transportation options. Also, connect
people to natural processes.



5. Funding is About Framing
Increase potential funding options by identifying
the multiple goals and the diverse stakeholder
groups that improved design and landscaping can
benefit.



Results in First Two Years

• Boston invested $100,000 for detailed design and construction
drawings.

• Little Rock received a $150,000 grant from NEA, $900,000
from EPA plus $675,000 from city for green infrastructure, and
$900,000 from Pulaski County Brownfields Fund.

• Jefferson City has held two Annual Wears Creek Clean-Ups.

• Charleston received a $650,000 grant from DOT.

• Lincoln to invest $950,000 of HUD CDBG funds.


