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THE URBAN FRINGE















Typical Road: 80’ Right-of-Way
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SCENARIO 1 : PRESERVE

1. Create additional housing opportunities
2. Preserve and reconnect existing businesses
3. Make Miller Park more engaging to visitors
4. Clarify circulation and roadway structure



Scenario 1 - Plan





SCENARIO 2 : REINVEST
Unique Features 

1. Increase residential density
2. Add commercial and residential square footage to Downtown
3. Increase recreational uses in Miller Park
4 I t if i ti f i f t t4. Intensify reorganization of infrastructure



Scenario 2 - Plan
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SCENARIO 3 : INNOVATE
1. Increase residential height and type
2. Focus commercial on entertainment
3. Create outdoor experience at Miller Park
4. Structure parking at Metra station



Scenario 3 - Plan
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Concept:

Provide an engaging 
pedestrian experience.



Concept:

Encourage activity 
throughout the day 
and evening hours 
with mixed-use 
buildings.g



Concept:

Consider seasonal 
outdoor activities.



Concept:

Provide areas of activity 
for all ability levels and 
age groups.



Concept:

Encourage outdoor 
interactive activities and 
performance venues .



Concept:
Use innovative storm 
water management.g



Concept:
Encourage 
alternative and public 
transportation  
options.



Scenario 1: Program Scenario 2: Program Scenario 3: Program

Residential: 18 units
Commercial: 12,700sf
Office: 28,300sf
Flex: 28,300sf

Residential: 66 units
Commercial: 102,960sf
Office: 68,600sf
Flex: 68,640sf

Residential: 76 units
Commercial: 130,725sf
Office: 87,150sf
Flex: 87,150sf



INNER-RING TOD’S
JOHN HOUSEAL
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Comprehensive Community Planning
To Achieve TOD Corridors

A Tale of Two Cities
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A Tale of Two Cities
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John Houseal, AICP
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Case Study of Melrose Park and Bellwood
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Market Capacity
Competitors and Drive Times
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Melrose Park Metra Station
Existing Land Use



Melrose Park Metra Station
Issues



Melrose Park Station Area



Melrose Park Station Area



Melrose Park Station Area



Melrose Park Station Area



Bellwood Metra Station
Existing Land Use



Bellwood Metra Station
Issues



Bellwood Station Area



Bellwood Station Area



Bellwood Station Area



Bellwood Station Area



Melrose Park Metra Station Bellwood Metra Station
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Comprehensive Community Planning
To Achieve TOD Corridors

A Tale of Two Cities
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A Tale of Two Cities



Urban
Transit Oriented Corridors

TODD FAGEN
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"The safety and convenience of all users of the transportation 
system including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, freight, 
and motor vehicle drivers shall be accommodated and 
balanced in all types of transportation and development 
projects and through all phases of a project so that even the 
most vulnerable – children, elderly, and persons with 
disabilities – can travel safely within the public right of way."
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THE ULTIMATE TOD:
CHICAGO’S LOOP

PETER KINDEL



URBAN DENSITY/GASOLINE 
CONSUMPTION





ENERGY MODEL 
Carbon Consumption
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MID-CENTURY 1945-1975HERITAGE 1880-1945

ENERGY CONSCIOUS 2000-POST ENERGY  CRISIS 1975-2000



POTENTIAL RE-USE
• Narrow Floor Plates
• Class “C”

• Operable Windows
• High Vacancy



CITY WITHIN A CITY



CAR SHARING + SMART TRANSIT



DALEY ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOOL



UNDERGROUND PEDWAY



MOBILITY NETWORK



INTER-MODAL GREEN AXIS



INTER-MODAL GREEN AXIS



PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE AMENITIES



ECO BRIDGE
• Wind Turbine Farm
• Wave Action Turbine
• Soft Edge Breakwater
• Habitat Creation
• Local Slag Waste

• Marine Habitat
• Park Land
• Learning Center
• Great Lakes Museum
• Observatory
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