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Quick Facts 

•  900 Square Miles 
•  27 Rural Towns 

5                12000 
•  46,449 year round population 
•  31% of housing units are seasonal 
•  35% of population in the service industries 
•  Aging population 





Regional Planning in Vermont 

•  Vermont Municipal and Regional Planning and 
Development Act  (Title 24 VSA Chapter 117) 
(www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/StatutesAndRules.htm) 

•  Numerous statutory responsibilities 
•  Limited statutory authority 
•  Almost non-existent county government 
•  Small local governments  
•  Regional and municipal plans every 5 years 



Windham Regional Plan Goal 

“To plan development in order to 
maintain the region’s historic 
settlement pattern of compact 

villages and urban centers 
separated by rural countryside” 







How? 



Compact development 

Two examples: 

  Waterfront Redevelopment (urban 
 centers) 
  Village Revitalization 



Compact Development 
Waterfront Redevelopment 
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Bellows Falls, Vt. 

Brattleboro, Vt. 

Approx. 20 miles 
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Waterfront Redevelopment 
Collaborate with many partners (local, state and 

national) 
•  Towns, Villages, Downtown Organizations, etc 
•  Marlboro College with Michael Singer Studios 
•  Windham Foundation 
•  Preservation Trust of Vermont 
•  Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
•  Vermont Agency of Transportation  
•  National Endowment for the Arts 
•  National Park Service 
•  Environmental Protection Agency 
•  Federal Transit Administration 



Compact Development 
Village Revitalization 
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Visualizing Density in Putney 
Village 



Readsboro 
Masonic Hall 
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Summary 

•  Focus regional programs to assist 
communities  

•  Provide staff time and technical assistance 
•  Obtain grants  
•  Work with other organizations that share 

your goals 



For more information: 
Susan McMahon 
Senior Planner 

Windham Regional Commission 
139 Main Street, Suite 505 

Brattleboro, VT  05301 
susan@sover.net 

802-257-4547 x 114 
http://www.rpc.windham.vt.us 


